LAUGHING TREE
Being Pursued

Sam walks into his boss’ office and
says, “Sir, L'l be straight with you.
I know the economy isn’t great,
but I have over three companies
after me and I would like to
respectfully ask for a raise.” After
some haggling the boss finally
agrees to a five per cent raise and
Sam happily gets up to leave.
“By the way,” asks the boss,
“which three companies are after
you?” Replies Sam,

“The electricity company,
the water company and
the phone company.”

Job Hunt

Employer: “We want a responsible
person_for this job.”
Applicant: “That’s me. Wherever
I've worked, if anything went
wrong, they said I was
responsible.”

Trainee Trauma

A man joined a multinational
company as a trainee. On his first
day, he phoned the cafeteria and
shouted, “Get me a coffee
quickly!” The voice from the other
side said, “You’ve dialled the
wrong extension! Do you know
whom you are talking to? This is
the managing director of the
company!” The trainee shouted
back, “And do you know who you
are talking to?” “No,” said the
MD. “Good!” replied the trainee
and hung up.

— East & West series

Best Gift Ever

One time, about five years into our
relationship, my girlfriend
(now wife) and I were in separate
rooms in our one bedroom
apartment in early December.
From the other room, she hollered
to me, “What do you want
for Christmas?”
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iving and nonliving en-

tities are all identified

by their physical forms.

Our own body-form

creates a memory map

in our brain, and we
identify ourselves and others with
those memories.

If a simple physical and thermo-
dynamic analysis is done on a system,
then how can energy of form be put
in it? For example, when an entity
gets destroyed, its atoms and mole-
cules get distributed in space since
matter cannot be produced or de-
stroyed except in nuclear fission or
fusion or at very high temperatures
when it becomes plasma. Similarly,
the energy that goes into making its
structure converts into heat and is
also dissipated in space. But what
happens to the energy of form? And
also what happens to its space-time
structure that it displaced for some
time in that form? The fear of death
is associated with the destruction of
form. Hence, all living entities protect
their forms and procreate to provide
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their continuity. Darwin in his Origin
of Species talked about how all species
and living organisms reproduce so
that genetic information is passed
from one generation to another and
survival of the fittest is tied to this
concept of propagation of genetic
material. But the central question of
why any species has this inbuilt
mechanism to propagate the species
or its form is still not answered.
Similarly, Patanjali in his Yoga
Sutras says that the desire to have life
and the fear of death is eternal but is
silent on why it is so. Samkhya phi-
losophy may have some answers. It
says the interaction of Purusha and
Prakriti produces matter and the
worlds. Purusha is described as om-
niscient, omnipresent, and indivisible.

We Fear
DEATH

Death is equated with loss of form that may
mean end of life, writes ANIL K RAJVANSHI

Prakriti, nature, which is always
active, interacts with Purusha to
produce the worlds.
We can think of Purusha as
multidimensional (MD) space
and Prakriti as time. When they
work together, creation and evo-
lution of universe and the visible
world take place.This is similar to
modern scientists’ theories — Big
Bang, multiverse, brane and so on
— about the birth of universe. They
say that in the beginning, time and
MD space were in equilibrium. The
universe came into being when that
equilibrium was disturbed. Why that
equilibrium was disturbed we do not
know.

What if, after the space-time

equilibrium was disturbed, time
came out and MD space started
‘flowing’? This flow of space possibly
produced gravity and eddies which
are the cause of visible
matter and galaxies. Eddies
are small whirlpools
formed when anything
flows turbulently. These are
clearly seen in the flow of
water in rivers and canals.
In air, they give rise to pro-
duction of drag on air-
planes that sometimes
causes bumpy rides.

Formation of eddies is like a new
structure being formed from the cha-
otic (turbulently) flowing material.
According to chaos theory, order and
form suddenly materialise out of cha-
os.These structures are called ‘attrac-
tors’ and probably gave rise to matter
and form of the visible world. This is
described as production of matter
from vacuum. Thus, the visible world
seems like a crystallisation of the
higher dimensional space and is the
basis of all forms. Eddy formation is
a continuous process, and it is possible
that with time more and more space
is used up for these structures to form
the visible world. The rest of the
space could be filled with dark matter

and dark energy.

Once the

dark space is used

up, the reverse

cycle of convert-

ing visible world

to invisible MD

space will com-

mence and lead

to time and space coming back in

equilibrium. This is the eternal Brah-

makala cycle and when that ends, the

universe is destroyed. Samkhya and

Patanjali say this ‘exhaustion’ of space

takes place since Purusha has ‘expe-

rienced’ and is satiated. Why does

MD space go through the journey

starting with inanimate celestial bod-

ies, then to the humble living systems

and the intelligent human brain and

even beyond? It is because movement

and ‘becoming’ is the only way con-
sciousness can exist.

Just like the rainwater
starts its journey with many
small tributaries and goes
through rivers and ulti-
mately to an ocean, the
MD space may go through
innumerable life forms and
may evolve through hu-
mans and other more
evolved beings. This follows
the laws of thermodynam-

ics in which the system tries to max-
imise the flow of energy and materi-
als through it with minimum resist-
ance. MD space minimises this resist-
ance by going through billions of life
forms. These life forms fill up MD
space and evolve till they obtain the
power to change space-time fabric so
that the closure of space takes place
and the cycle continues. This force to
fill up MD space rapidly is possibly
the reason why living beings want to
continuously replicate their forms
and why they fear death as it would
mean losing that form. ®
The author is director, Nimbkar
Agricultural Research Institute,
Phaltan, Maharashtra
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his beautifully illustrated
I chronicle presents an in-depth,
first-hand narrative of the Da-
lai Lama’s life story and the Tibetan
saga. From remembrances of those
close to him, and a treasure trove of
over 400 images of Tibet’s priceless
visual heritage, it preserves a record of
what it was like to create a nation from
nothing, in exile, and how His Holi-
ness rallied endlessly for his people. A
rich blend of biography, history and
legacy, it captures a detailed account
of the tumultuous events through
which the Dalai Lama was forced to
chart a path, leading to his emergence
as an international figure. It illuminates
his initiatives in the wider world to
relieve suffering, overcome global
challenges, and foster human flourish-
ing through compassionate universal
ethics, working hand-in-hand with
science and ingenuity. Tendzin Cho-
egyal was thirteen years old when he
accompanied his elder brother, the
Dalai Lama — 23 at the time — on
his dangerous 1959 escape to India.
Decades later, he began encouraging
his lifelong personal friend, Tenzin
Geyche Tethong — for 40 years His
Holiness’ personal aide — to record
their people’s journey. As ‘elders’in the
Tibetan community, they have collab-
orated with photo archivist Jane
Moore and a creative team to produce
a memorable close-up portrait. It of-
fers, in these uncertain times, an up-
lifting retrospective of an iconic lead-
er, a heritage, a cause, and a creative
vision that have won the attention and
hearts of people around the world. ®




