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Preface

(Audio file is here)

I have always been intrigued by the deep science embedded in ancient Indian

philosophical thought. Whether it is Patanjali Yoga Sutras; Gita; Sankhyva

Philosophy; Upanishads; etc. - all of them contain some gems of fundamental

science if we study them deeply and read between the lines.

Too often the ancient Indian scriptures were interpreted as simply a treatise on
how to live properly but I feel the authors of these documents were great

scientists or could have even come from other planets! And with time the deep

science was lost or misinterpreted, and lot of sutras or shlokas were omitted
since the subsequent commentators did not understand the science. This book

is my small attempt to address this issue.

The starting point has been Patanjali Yoga Sutras (PYS). I believe it is one of the

most scientific ancient texts and probably the distillation of all the knowledge
about mind, space and time that existed at that time. The science embedded in
PYS is remarkable and most of the material described in the book constantly

alludes to it.

One can ask a question; why are we interested in finding science in ancient
scriptures? Some even can say that we are unnecessarily interpreting the sutras
or shlokas and trying to embed science in them when it did not exist. Or we are

just doing it to glorify the ancient Indian thought.

I feel that the natural course of evolution of human-like forms and beings is
galactic travel. We are following this route. As we advance technologically,
galactic travel is the next frontier, and we are following that goal. It is my belief
that this planet was seeded periodically by evolved humans who came from a
technologically advanced civilization and another planet. That might explain the

cause and reason of such a huge human brain. Evolutionary forces could not
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have produced such a brain size on this planet. They may have mated with

humanoids who evolved on this planet earth.

If this thesis is correct, then the ancients wrote about the accounts of science
and space travel. And those are found in the scriptures. With time, this
knowledge got reduced, diluted and corrupted. But what we see today are the

glimpses of those great ideas of science regarding time and space.

Hence, by reading between the lines, we may be able to gather some hidden
gems from these ancient scriptures which might help us to find new scientific
laws, inventions and discoveries. That is the reason why we are interested in
reading these scriptures and interpreting them in the light of modern science

and technology knowledge.

The comparison of information in scriptures with modern science is neither to
glorify our ancient tradition nor to belittle the latter — both are important in their
own way; but to show that all great knowledge originates from the same

knowledge space irrespective of the person and the time of its discovery.

However, there are strange descriptions of weapons with extraordinary powers

in Mahabharat and flying machines in Ramayana and other scriptures but there

is no clue about the design of these technologies - just descriptions. Though
they are fascinating things but is not the subject of this book. I have therefore
focused on the ancient knowledge which we can evaluate in the light of present

science and technology and use them in the present context.

My desire to present this line of thinking evolved slowly and over time. As I read
more deeply into these ancient books, I realised that there are some great
scientific truths and knowledge which have remained hidden. The desire to

unearth them is the subject of this book (my eighth book).

I have been writing on these issues since early 2000 and hence thought of
putting most of them in one place. I have selected a few of my articles which give

the essence of the thesis. What I have written is the tip of iceberg. The ancient
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Indian philosophical literature is vast and to delve deeply and read between the

lines in all of them is beyond the scope of one’s lifetime.

Very often one has a desire to look at the ancient texts and subjects from the
modern perspective. Newton spent half his life trying to decipher Bible from the
perspective of his knowledge at that time. Similarly, we are fascinated by great

works of Panchatantra; Chanakya; Kalidas; Shakespeare among others and try

to see how they fit in our present scheme of things.

The value of ancient books becomes manifold when they can explain the
situation in modern world. This is the motive of writing this book. As an engineer
I have always tried to interpret ancient texts with the knowledge of existing

science and technology.

All books have an element of biographical material in them. This is no different.
This is my eighth book. I have written about the issues of spirituality and
technology in many articles and books and writing this book also made me

reflect on my life and what are the forces which made me write such books on

spirituality.

All the articles presented in this book have also helped me into a new line of

thinking and a mantra: Spirituality + Technology = Sustainability and

Happiness. I feel this provides a new paradigm of development not only for India
but for the whole world. And I hope interested readers may be inspired to
undertake their own study of ancient texts in the light of framework outlined in

this book.

Structure of the book

This is an e-book and is divided into two sections. The first is the theme section
where deep science in Patanjali yoga sutras (PYS) are analysed in part I. Patanjali
always talked about mind and thoughts but did not talk about the origin of
thought. So, part II deals with the nature of thought, its production,
transmission and interaction with matter. We also get the glimpses of these

ideas in PYS, and they are alluded in appropriate places.

Anil K Rajvanshi. November 2025 Deep Science in Indian Philosophical Thought


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panchatantra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chanakya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalidasa
https://nariphaltan.org/75bdreflections.pdf
https://nariphaltan.org/ideas.pdf
https://nariphaltan.org/ideas.pdf
https://nariphaltan.org/spiritech.pdf
https://nariphaltan.org/spiritech.pdf

The whole basis of Indian philosophy is to remove pain which is achieved by
moksha or liberation from the cycle of birth and death. Part III discusses the
issue of death from a scientific point of view based on the removal of neural and
cellular memories from the body so that the fear and pain of death is reduced.

This section also relates to death theme in some scriptures.

In all Indian philosophical books, there are always detailed descriptions of how
to live a good life for ultimate liberation. Section IV describes one such paradigm
of living and development based on modern science and technology and how it

relates to the ideas found in scriptures.

There are overlaps in the subject matter of theme articles since they were written
as standalone and in-depth articles. I have left them as they are since each

theme is self-contained.

The second general section contains essays which are also standalone and
complement the articles in the theme section. These essays point out certain
aspects not covered in the theme articles. And they are arranged in chronological

order of theme articles (indicated in parenthesis).

All articles both in theme section and in general section can be accessed by
clicking their URL links given below. Since this is an e-book hence the references
can be accessed by clicking the appropriate links in the body of the articles and

essays.

Happy reading.
Audio file is here Anil K Rajvanshi
November 2025
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Epilogue

India has produced some of the greatest spiritual thought of mankind. The
ancient spiritual thought was very scientific in nature and based on deep inquiry
of truth. The Upanishads, Patanjali Yoga Sutras, Bhagwat Gita., etc., are part
of that great tradition.

As an engineer [ have always looked at the scriptures and ancient Indian
philosophical thought from a scientific point of view. The spirit of enquiry and

my scientific training have helped me in this pursuit.

As I have read deeply in some of the scriptures (it is not possible to delve in all
of them - one lifetime is not enough for such an exercise), I have found some
scientific gems in them and those I have highlighted in the book. The starting

point has been Patanjali Yoga Sutras (PYS). The science embedded in them is

really remarkable and it has been very enjoyable to study them.

I feel such an exercise might also help us find new scientific laws, inventions
and discoveries. That is the reason why we are interested in reading these
scriptures and interpreting them in the light of modern science and technology

knowledge.

Very often one feels a desire to look at the ancient texts and subjects from the

modern perspective. [saac Newton spent half his life trying to decipher Bible

from the perspective of his scientific knowledge at that time.

Similarly, we are fascinated by great works of Panchatantra; Chanakya, Kalidas,

Shakespeare and try to see how they fit in our present scheme of things. The
value of ancient books becomes manifold when they can explain the situation in

modern world. This was the motive of writing this book.

Nevertheless, the comparison of information in scriptures with modern science
is neither to glorify our ancient tradition nor to belittle the latter — both are

important in their own way; but to show that all great knowledge originates from
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the same knowledge space irrespective of the person and the time of its

discovery.

All the material presented in the book have also helped me develop a new line of

thinking and a mantra: Spirituality + Technology = Sustainability and

Happiness. I feel this provides a new paradigm of development not only for India
but for the whole world and was mostly inspired by my understanding of science

in ancient Indian scriptures. In fact, this is one of the central themes of the book.
I hope the readers have enjoyed reading the book. It is also my hope that they

may be inspired to undertake their own study of ancient texts in the light of

framework outlined in this book.

HOME

December 2025
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